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OVERVIEW 

For this assignment we are going to do something else that is fun and revealing. Quite unexpectedly last month, Google corp. released what I think is the killer application for urban designers of all times: Google Earth. This software is free and allows you to access ortho photo information real time from anywhere on earth. It also has topo information which allows the ortho photos to be draped over the topo info, allowing for 3-D views of anyplace on earth. Fly-through views are a snap. 
But the most fun thing is that it allows you to import various image files to various points, and drape those too over the landscape. Thus you can export a view of anyplace you want from google into PhotoShop (or whatever, even draw on the image by hand), then import the altered view back in, and drape it over the landscape. With it back in Google Earth you can view the changed landscape view from whatever angle you want, turn on or off the changes, label them, and use this tool to create presentation. 

Learning Objectives

This assignment has three learning objectives:

Learning objective 1:  Learn to use the GIS for the masses program as a design exploration and representation tool. 

Learning objective 2:  Learn about the portion of the region that you will be designing.

Learning objective 3.  Feel confident enough to manage design at the 25 sq. K scale. 

Specific Requirements

1. Find and mark out the green infrastructure of the site you have been assigned as best you can. In doing this make use of the streamside protection act requirements and whatever information you can elicit from reviewing GVRD and local municipality web sites and other available resources. Be sure to use the information that is readily available at:

http://webmap.em.gov.bc.ca/mapplace/minpot/general.cfm

If this link gives you an trouble use this link as a starting place:


http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geolsurv/MapPlace/themeMaps.htm
2. Intervene in the landscape in such a way that you provide housing for an additional 8,000 people. Do this by cutting and pasting development/block/district types that you think are suitable to the site in question. Utilize infill, replacement, densification strategies as you see fit. Housing for 8,000 people would be roughly 4,000 units. At 4 du per acre it will consume 1,000 acres or about 1. 6 sq miles. At 40 du per acre it will consume a tenth of that amount of space. 

3. Use a method of labeling and in at least one case coloring over an area to identify it on the map (for example, you might use this method as a means by which you would suggest that a large area of presently single family housing might, over time, become two family housing. This is what happened in Vancouver by the way. It has the effect of doubling the number of units available without changing the appearance of the area at all). 

4. Formulate all of the above into a 5 to 10 page report (2,000 words – most excellently composed!) formatted as if it was a response to the municipality in question. The municipality has asked you to show how they might add 8,000 new people into this zone at the same time that they protect and restore the green infrastructure of the district. Show in illustrations how they would use this, making ample use of images from Google Earth. 

Final word:  Remember, this assignment is essentially batting practice for the big game, the game that starts after this assignment ends. So be SURE to have fun but to also put your whole body and mind into learning the swing! (hope you don’t mind the sports analogy….its October, and the Sox are still in contention).
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