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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND REQUIREMENTS

DESCRIPTION 

This course explores the power of urban design to structure an equitable, healthy, sustainable and gratifying context for the social lives of its users.  The objectives of the course are to design for people and their real needs; to use form and structure to make “places;” to understand the various schools of urban design thought and to experiment with their adaptation to local circumstances; to provide a particular site with evocative visions for a complex and dynamic urbanism; and to enhance the economic, social, and ecological sustainability of urban form, and of a selected site in particular.  

The study area for the studio will be the Greater Vancouver Regional District and its 21 member municipalities. The intent of the studio will be to provide ideas and visions for a sustainable region, showing what the implications for the region would be of sustainable neighbourhood landscapes, and what the implications for the neighbourhood would be consequent to living in a sustainable region. Students will be divided up into small teams to design parts or all of individual municipalities, in conformance with sustainability principles discussed in class. 
SUSTAINABILITY BY DESIGN

This project fits into the context of a larger project, now in progress in our Design Center for Sustainable Communities. This project is described in greater detail in the “Sustainability by Design; Stakeholder Alliance for Achieving Sustainability” project. This project is described in detail in a project description available for your review at: (insert web address here) 
ASSIGNMENTS AND FINAL PROJECT FORMAT

Assignments are three: 1) Sim City as a Model for Sustainable Communities(?), 2) Google Earth and the Fundamental Principles of Urban Design. 3) A Sustainable Region, The Neighbourhood is the Region what the Cell is to the Body. We will be formatting the third project into a report, similar to those produced in previous classes and available for review on line at:

http://www.landfood.ubc.ca/urbanstudio/fresh_eyes_on_gibson_2000/Part_one.htm


http://www.landfood.ubc.ca/urbanstudio/scenes_on_hastings_2001/index.htm
http://www.landfood.ubc.ca/urbanstudio/urbanstudio2002/2002.htm
http://www.landfood.ubc.ca/urbanstudio/squamish2004/overview.htm
EVALUATION

Grades will be assigned on:

10%
Assignment #1 

10%
Assignment #2 
15%
Assignment #3 part 1

15% Assignment #3 part 2

15% Assignment #3 part 3 
15% Assignment #3 part 4

10% Readings quiz 
10% Participation and attendance

Grades for assignment 1, 2, and 3 will be individual grades. Grades for readings and participation will be individual grades. Grades for Assignment 3 will be team grades.
REQUIRED READINGS
The following readings are required. One quiz will be given to test your comprehension of these readings:
Section One: Sprawl, Pro and Con

1.
From the Brookings Institute, The bad news.

 

The Hartford Courant, June 21, 1997
Bruce Katz, Senior Fellow and Director, Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy

 

http://www.brook.edu/views/op-ed/katz/19970621.htm
Read the executive summary……view a section of the full report that interests you (if you can download….i had trouble). 

 

and

 

http://www.brookings.edu/es/urban/publications/missouries.htm
Read executive summary……..read a section of the full report that interests you. 

 

2.
Selections from the Home Builders Association. Sprawl ain’t so bad.
http://www.nahb.org/generic.aspx?genericContentID=3519
 

3. 
From Canadian expatriate Wendell Cox of the Public Purpose. Sprawl is a good thing! View slide show and study graphs. 

 

http://www.demographia.com/db-senatetext.htm
 

Section Two: The BC Context

Smart Growth BC: The Sprawl Report

http://www.smartgrowth.bc.ca/downloads/SprawlReport.pdf
Read report. It’s long but well written and worth it.

Section Three: The BC Context Continued

1.
Growth Strategies Act Amendment descriptive brochure and Growth Strategies Act Official Language:

 

http://www.mcaws.gov.bc.ca/lgd/irpd/growth/PUBLICATIONS/brochure.html
 

http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/L/96323_25.htm#part25
Definitely read the brochure carefully. Read the full act as well. Less interesting but important to know how these laws are written.

 

2.
Streamside Protection Act Official Language and Description for Actual Humans

 

http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/habitat/fish_protection_act/act/documents/act-theact.html
 

http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/habitat/fish_protection_act/general_streams/documents/gen-strms-new-rules.pdf
 

Section Four: Charrette Case Studies

1.    SEFC Charrette Program in Design Manual

    Pages: 27 and 28

www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/projects/DesignManual/Charrettes_SEFC.pdf
 

2.    The East Clayton Design Brief. Appendix 3 found at the following location.

        http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/projects/Headwaters/PDF/Appendices%201_3.pdf
3.  
Affordability and Choice Today Final Report:
"The Headwaters Project: A Sustainable Community Development
In Surrey, British Columbia" 

http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/projects/act.htm 
Section Five: Charrette Case Studies Continued.

1.    The Damascus Design Workshop Design Brief

        http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/projects/Headwaters/PDF/Appendices%201_3.pdf
2. The Damascus Design Workshop Report (excluding design brief)
 

http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/Damascus/Final%20Report.htm
3. 
The SFU Charrette Program in Design Manual

http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/projects/DesignManual/Burnaby_mountain.pdf
 

Section Six:  Fascinating Technical Bulletins!!!

Read bulletin 2, 7, and 8.

http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/bulletbody.html
No. 2 - Two Alternative Development Site Standards Compared
o. 2 - Two Alternative Development Site atrick Condon and Angela Gonyea


HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/bulletins/TB_issue_07_Lot_edit.pdf" \t "_parent"
No. 7 - Front Access Driveways versus Rear Access Lanes
Patrick Condon and Sara Muir


HYPERLINK "http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/bulletins/TB_issue_08_Enviroben_edit.pdf" \t "_parent"
No. 8 - The Headwaters Project - East Clayton Neighbourhood Community Plan Environmental Benefits


 Section 7. Charrette Design Strategies.

Read em, print em, bind em, save em, know em, believe em. Read retain, and understand all of section two.

http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/projects/DesignManual.html
Section 8. Design Guidelines For Sustainable Communities.

Read em, print em, bind em, save em, sketch em, digest em, believe em. Everything you need to know for a more sustainable urban landscape. Read retain and understand all of section three.

http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca/projects/DesignManual.html
