Figure 7.1: A linked system of parks and open space in the urban fabric.

Figure 7.2: Charles Eliot's plan for Boston's system of linked natural areas and parks. Much of it was built and continues to provide recreational and ecological services. More importantly, this system is crucial to the sense of place of the city and region. Light grey areas indicated proposed additions to the system, dark grey existing parks. Heavy lines indicate proposed parkway systems, many of which were eventually completed.
Figure 7.3 a and b: Photo (a) was taken during construction of Olmsted’s Emerald Necklace (circa 1850-1895) around Boston and shows the degree of HUMAN INTERVENTION involved in the construction of what appears after construction (bc) to be a very naturalistic landscape.
Figure 7.4 : McHarg’s overlay method produced a composite map that made it possible to identify alternative project locations which would give rise to the fewest environmental impacts.
Figure 7.5: This aerial photo of The Woodlands shows how the natural constraints, primarily waterways, determined the form of the community.
Figure 7.6: Detail from the Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies at California Polytechnic University. Designed by John Lyle it exemplifies a deep and enduring integration between human intervention and Nature’s processes.
Figure 7.7: The Damascus Area Master Plan demonstrates at the district scale the five principles for a linked system of natural areas and parks: (1) Streets are used to separate homes from nature insuring that nature is out front, a public amenity, (2) protected natural areas have multiple functions, one of which is to bound and protect neighborhoods, providing natural edges that would otherwise be erased by the street grid (3) certain key streets are conceived as "ecological parkways", providing natural avenues for heavy storms to migrate to natural discharge points, (4) the system of blocks and natural systems is infinitely expandable, an interconnected street network in a dialogue with dendritic natural systems, (5) an alternative movement system is incorporated into the stream and natural areas system, allowing most parts of the site to be accessed off roads.
Figure 7.8: Tax value map clearly shows the positive benefit of being close to the H.W.S. Cleveland “Chain of Lakes” system. Source: City of Minneapolis.
Figure 7.9: The pringle creek community, shown in dark, is part of the larger Fairview Sustainable Community, shown light.
Figure 7.10: The Pringle Creek Community Master Plan demonstrates in microcosm the five principles for a linked system of natural areas and parks.
