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Introduction
The Hastings Experience master plan called
for the diversification, redistribution and
integration of systems and people toward
a sustainable Hastings Street Corridor in
2050, and beyond. I intend to examine the
application of these notions within the Albert
Alleyway Proposal, and present a set of a
recommendations as lessons learned.
Research demonstrated a trend toward
greening of alleyways as part of an
urban greenway system. Other research
summarized an in depth discussion on
the value of alleyways as public spaces,
especially the programming of these spaces
for community gardens, pedestrian passages,
and stormwater management facilities. Most
planning related literature discussed the
stigmatization of alleyways as being unsafe
places dominated by crime, homelessness
and drug abuse. Some scholars and design
professionals argued that the negative
preconceptions can be mitigated if alleyways
are integrated early on in the design process.
‘Volumetric’ Space
The tendency is to spatially view alleyways as
being linear or corridor like. This understanding
appears to come from the definition of an
alleyway within the perimeters of parcel
property lines and the block structure. By
eliminating the rigidity of the parcel lines

Re-Envisioning the Alleyway
alleyways became spaces defined by building
form and use. Therefore, building orientation,
and programming plays an important role in
activating these spaces.
On Hastings Street commercial and residential
buildings distinctly mark where the front, back
and side facades are. The front facades
have direct orientation onto the street,
with decorations, merchandise displays,
large windows and the main entrance. On
the contrary, back facades are dirty, plain,
colourless, and screened with a small
docking area and parking. The directionality
of the landscape has direct implications on
interior spaces - unless it’s a corner structure
visitors enter and exist from the same point,
the experience goes as far as the merchant
wishes to expose it.
Design Development
A set of objectives and principles were
developed as guiding tools throughout the
concept development process. In became
apparent that in order for alleyways to become
social public spaces, building orientation,
parcel structure, width to height proportions,
and block passagesshould be considered.
The design is presented in five sub-sections:
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1. Goals, Objectives & Principles, and Site
Conditions and Visioning
2. ‘Public’ Passages - Public Alleyway
Condition
3. ‘Private’ Passages - Semi-Public
Alleyway Condition
4. Alleyway Studies
5. Design Pallette
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Goal, Objectives & Principles
Re-envision the Albert Alleyway as an
active public space, while considering
ecological functions and movement
systems.

Re-Envisioning the Alleyway
Principle 1:
Redistribution of movement systems
while elevating the pedestrian and cycling
experiences.

Principle 3:
Reclaiming and restructuring alleyways as
multi-functional places - through ‘Volumetric’
place making.

3. Framing Space with Built Form

Concept Development

Objectives:
1. Incorporate cycling functions along the
Hastings Street Corridor
2. Rethink and re-program habitation
patterns within the Core
3. Allow for experiential pedestrian
connectivity
4. Establish a design pallette considering
plant material, street furniture and
ground treatment
5. Incorporate green infrastructure to
reduce surface overflow
6. Synthesize a sense of place – establish a
vibrant atmosphere

Principle 2:
Green infrastructure to reduce water run off
and introduce natural features within the
urban landscape.
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2. Defining Formed Spaces

1. Reconfiguring the Block and Parcel
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Re-Envisioning the Alleyway
Principle 4:
Defining a gradient of private and public
space through form, use, and visibility the public at heart and the private at the
perimeters, often the gradient is quiet
narrow.

Principle 5:
Design process based on layering, extracting
and integrating movement systems and land
use patterns

2. A gradient of public and private spaces

1. Extracting Space through Built Form

Site Inventory

The negative space formed
by the existing built form
Collection of parking lots,
un-built lots, and passages
- potentially, spaces where
block crossings and the
alleyway can begin to be
re-envisioned

ALBERT STREET

HASTINGS STREET EAST

PENDER STREET

WELLINGDON STREET

GILMORE STREET

BOUNDARY ROAD

The Albert Alleyway

Site Conditions
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Precedent & Visioning

Re-Envisioning the Alleyway

Precedents for Concept Development

Re-Envisioning the Albert Alleyway - Block Passage
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Re-Envisioning the Albert Alleyway - Transforming the Alleyway
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a. ‘Public’ Passages - Public Alleyway Condition

Re-Envisioning the Alleyway
1500 sqft
2 floors

store space
@ 1900 sqft
(1 floor)

store space
@ 1900 sqft
(1 floor)

office space
@ 1900 sqft
(2 floors)

1500 sqft
2 floors

1500 sqft
2 floors

office space
@ 1900 sqft
(2 floors)

1500 sqft
2 floors

office space
@ 1900 sqft
(2 floors)

store space
@ 1900 sqft
(2 floors)

store space
@ 1900 sqft
(2 floors)

kindergarten
@ 4300 sqft
(1 floor)
office space
@ 1500 sqft
(1 floor)

Design Concept for a “Public” Passages

section A-A’

office space
@ 1700 sqft
(1 floor)

office space
@ 1700 sqft
(1 floor)

section B-B’

1 2

4

8

Bike Route and One-Way Vehicular Traffic,
Option for Closure of through Traffic. ic
‘Plaza’ like Space, Commercial, Civic, and
Employment Spaces with Orientation to Plaza.
Additional Facilities for Bike Storage, seating, and
Public Landscaping, Public Alleyway Condition.
First Phase of Development. Spaces on Albert
and Hastings Begin to Form Multiple Facades
with Inward Visibility of the Block

Semi-Public Merchant Property

m

Semi-Public Merchant Property

Public Space

Stormwater
Management Approach
(see p. io :7)

Public Facade, Direct Visibility of
Commercial Space and ‘Plaza’ like Setting
Second Phase of Development, further Inward
Visibility of the Block
Third Phase of Development, Orientation toward
the Alleyway.
New Lot Lines

1

2

4

8
m

Concept Diagram - Development Pattern Over 50 Years
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b. ‘Private’ Passages - Semi-Public Alleyway Condition

2000 sqft
3 floors

2000 sqft
3 floors

2000 sqft
3 floors

2000 sqft
3 floors

1500 sqft
2 floors

1500 sqft
2 floors

1500 sqft
2 floors

1500 sqft
2 floors

section A-A’

Re-Envisioning the Alleyway

3 3floors
storys
Apartmen tBuilding
apartment
building

section B-B’
1 2

Design Concept for a “Public” Passages
Private - Townhouse
Owner Property

Bike Route and One-Way Vehicular Traffic,
with Option for Residential Parkingg
First Phase of Development. Spaces on
Albert and Hastings Begin to Form Multiple
Facades with Inward Visibility of the Block
g
Semi-Public Alleyway Condition with
Residential Spaces Facades, with Bike
Storage and Private Landscaping. g

Public Space

4

8

m

Private - Townhouse
Owner Property
Stormwater
Management Approach
(see p. io :7)

Semi - Public Facade, with Through
Access, although Discouraged to General
Public
Second Phase of Development, further
Inward Visibility of the Block
Third Phase of Development, Orientation
toward the Alleyway.
New Lot Lines
1

2

4

8
m

Concept Diagram - Development Pattern Over 50 Years
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c. Alleyway Studies

Re-Envisioning the Alleyway

The alleyway is envisioned as multi-use
route - bike, one way vehicular traffic and
an pedestrian route. The program was
established based on the assumption that
in 2050, a more sustainable Burnaby would
relay on public transit and cycling as the
main modes for commuting, thus, needing
improved cycling routes and bike friendly
facilities.

Multi-Use
Route

Public Passages

Public Passages

Semi-Public Merchant Property

*One-Way
Vehicular

“Public” Block Passages Design Concept Section B-B’
Semi-Public, Physically Accessible to All,
and Highly Visible to Residents

Resident
Parking

Multi-Use
Route

Resident Semi-Public, Physically Accessible to All,
Parking
and Highly Visible to Residents

*One-Way
Vehicular

Stormwater Management Approach

Downspouts
Directed Toward
‘Channels’
Water Carried to
Irrigate Planting
Beds and Filter
0.1w x 0.25d (cm)
‘Channels’ to Carry
Overflowing water
Permeable
Pavement

“Private” Block Passages Design Concept Section B-B’
Residential
Property

Multi-Use
Route

Resident
Parking

Residential
Property

Residential
Property

Multi-Use
Route
*One-Way
Vehicular

*One-Way
Vehicular

Residential
Property

7.0m

10.5m

Public Open
Space

12.0m
18.0m

@ Approx. 1:1 or 1:2 Height to Width Ratio
Design Concept Alleyway Proportion Sections
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d. Design Pallette

Re-Envisioning theXXXXXXX
Alleyway

STREET TREE

ORNAMENTAL TREE

ORNAMENTAL TREE

Koelreuteria paniculata, Goldenraintree adaptable to poor, compacted, and various
soil pHs, pollution, heat, drought, and
urban stress. 10m tall and may reach up
to10m in width, upright rounded growth
habit.

Cercis canadensis, Eastern Redbud, Prunus cerasifera, Purple leaf plumsmall to medium-sized ornamental tree, deciduous, 4m wide by 4m high, rounded
matures at 5m tall by 5m wide, upright
with spreading branches.
vase growth habit in youth spreading
with age,

GROUND TREATMENT

Permeable pavement - a hard surface that
allows rain to percolate. Unit pavers with
adequate spaces to percolate up to one inch
of rainfall a day is sufficient. Some surfaces are
also aesthetically valuable and can be used to
designate movement patterns,

STREET FURNITURE
The overall preferred street furniture concept
consists of black cast aluminum components
and wood for seating. The light poles are
pedestrian scaled, and respectful of the
environment by offering full cut-off optics.

Lessons Learned ...
•
•

•

Programming of the alleyway is especially important, in the case •
of the above proposal establishing designated bike routes was
one way of giving function to the space.
Block passages are ways to begin breaking through the rigidity of •
the block and establishing sight lines toward the back alleyways.
The passage acts as a connection between the alleyway and the •
two streets framing the block.
Passages can be expressed as continuations of the street
facade, with pedestrian and bike only spaces catered to the
public - therefore, improving safety, and the general comfort of
the pedestrian and cycling experiences.
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The preferred building height is at a ratio of 1:1 or 1:2 and 2:1 - all
three options ensure that the scale of spaces is comfortable to the
pedestrian, and reduces shadows within the space.
Stepping back of upper floors adds density while maintaining the
ratios stated above.
Development should be phased with the cycling routes and alleyway,
along with the development at the street facades re-developed first,
followed by development along the passages and at the interior of
the alleyway.
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